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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 10/10/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues on page 8 paragraph 2, "...Kentish is not utilizing authorization 
parameters because manipulation of the mixer settings is not restricted..." 
Examiner respectfully disagrees; Kentish mixing settings are restricted by the user 
selections on the input panel. 

In addition applicant argues the limitations present in applicant's specification. Examiner 
gives the claim language the broadest most reasonable interpretation and does not read 
limitations of the specifications into the claim language. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this ore foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-6 and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kentish et al (5778417). 

Claim 1, Kentish discloses a sound control system comprising: a mixing unit (Fig. 1, col. 
4 line 17-18) which applies a mixing process to a plurality of sound signals input from a 
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plurality of input systems (col. 3line 23-24), and outputs resultant signals to a plurality of 
output systems (col. 4 line 47-48); a storing device which stores plural sets of detailed 
setting information to indicate setting states of respective parameters associated with 
the mixing process (col. 4 line 29-30, RAM); and a simple control unit wherein the 
simple control unit includes a plurality of operating pieces (col. 4 line 19-23), and an 
instruction transmitting unit which transmits an input calling instruction to the mixing unit 
when a calling instruction of a certain detailed setting information is input via any 
operating piece out of the plurality of operating pieces (col. 4 line 24-33 instruction 
transmitting unit: "scanning processor", mixing unit: :control processor and signal 
processor"), and wherein the mixing unit and the mixing process are controlled by the 
respective parameters (col. 4 line 28-45), wherein the mixing unit includes a receiving 
unit which receives the calling instruction of the certain detailed setting information from 
the simple control unit (col. 4 line 31-33 receiving unit: "control processor"), and a 
deciding unit (col. 4 line 48-50, "panel processor"), responsive to at least one 
authorization parameter that is a predetermined subset of the respective parameters 
and that is authorized to be set by the simple control unit (col. 5 line 39-51), for 
applying the at least one authorization parameter to restrict setting, on the mixing unit 
(col. 4 line 27-41), a plurality of parameters indicated in the certain detailed setting 
information and associated with the mixing process (col. 4 line 48-55). 

Claim 2, Kentish discloses wherein the at least one authorization parameter is 
contained in the detailed setting information (col. 5 line 23-26 and col. 5 line 65-67). 
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Claim 3 Kentisli discloses an information generating device which generates the 
detailed setting information in response to an input operation (col. 5 line 39-42, 
"scanning processor"), and stores a generated detailed information in the storing device 
(col. 5 line 48-51 RAM 30). 

Claim 4, Kentish discloses a sound control system comprising: a mixing unit (Fig. 1, col. 
4 line 1 7-1 8) which applies a mixing process to a plurality of sound signals input from a 
plurality of input systems (col. 3 line 23-24), and outputs resultant signals to a plurality 
of output systems (col. 4 line 47-48); a storing device which stores plural sets of detailed 
setting information to indicate setting states of respective parameters associated with 
the mixing process (col. 4 line 29-30, RAM); and a simple control unit; wherein the 
simple control unit includes a plurality of operating pieces (col. 4 line 10-21), an 
instruction transmitting unit which transmits an input calling instruction to the mixing unit 
when a calling instruction of a certain detailed setting information is input via any 
operating piece out of the plurality of operating pieces (col. 4 line 24-33 instruction 
transmitting unit; "scanning processor", mixing unit " "control processor and signal 
processor"), and an assigning unit (col. 4 line 48-50 "panel and scanning processor) 
which receives an authorization parameter information corresponding to the calling 
instruction from the mixing unit (col. 4 line 48-50), and assigning an parameter to the 
operating pieces based on the received authorization parameter information (col. 4 line 
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52-55), and wherein tlie mixing unit and the mixing process are controlled by the 
respective parameters (col. 4 line 28-45), wherein the mixing unit includes 

a receiving unit which receives the calling instruction from the simple control unit (col. 4 
line 31-33 "control processor") and a transmitting unit (col. 4 line 48-50, control 
processor), responsive to at least one authorization parameter that is a predetermined 
subset of the respective parameters (col. 9 line 40-44) and that is authorized to be set 
by the simple control unit, (col. 4 line 46-48) for a) applying the at least one 
authorization parameter to restrict a plurality of parameters indicated in the certain 
detailed setting information and associated with the mixing process (col. 4 line 34-45) , 
and b) transmitting the at least one authorization parameter to the simple control unit as 
the authorization parameter information (col. 4 line 42-55). 

Claim 5, Kentish discloses wherein an operating piece assigning information to identify 
an operating piece to which the at least one authorization parameter is assigned is 
contained in the authorization parameter information (col. 4 line 48-55 and line 60-65). 

Claim 6 Kentish discloses, wherein at least one authorization parameter is contained in 
the detailed setting information (col. 4 line 48-52, line 59-62). 

Claim 8, Kentish discloses an information generating device which generates the 
detailed setting information in response to an input operation, and then storing a 
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generated detailed information in the storing device (col. 4 line 27-30 information 
generating device: :scanning processor" storage device: RAM). 

Claim 9, Kentish discloses wherein the deciding unit (col. 4 line 48-50, panel processor) 
acts on the at least one authorization parameter (col. 5 line 58-61 and line 65-67 info 
from scanning processor and front panel definition file) which restricts in advance the 
parameters that can be set by the simple control unit (parameters of the simple control 
unit are inherently restricted by the selection of the control, i.e. switches, faders, knobs). 

Claim 10, Kentish discloses wherein the assigning unit (col. 4 line 48-50 panel and 
scanning processor) acts to generate the at least one authorization parameter (col. 5 
line 58-61 and line 65-67 information from scanning processor and front panel definition 
file) which restricts in advance the parameters that can be set by the simple control unit 
(parameters of the simple control unit are inherently restricted by the selection of the 
control, i.e. switches, faders, knobs). 

Claim 11, Kentish discloses wherein the plural sets of detailed settings information (col. 
5 line 65-67) are plural sets of predetermined detailed settings information (col. 6 line 
30-37). 
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Claim 12, Kentisli discloses wherein the plural sets of detailed settings information (col. 
5 line 65-67) are plural sets of predetermined detailed settings information (col. 6 line 
30-37). 

Claim 13, Kentish discloses a sound control system comprising: a mixing unit which 
applies a mixing process to a plurality of sound signals input from a plurality of input 
systems (Fig. 1 and col. 3 line 23-24 and col. 4 line 17-18), and outputs resultant signals 
to a plurality of output systems (col. 4 line 47-48); a first control unit in communication 
with the mixing unit and having a plurality of control input points, wherein the first control 
unit a) allows a user to set values of, through the plurality of control input points during 
the mixing process (col. 4 line 19-23), a plurality of control parameters for controlling the 
mixing unit and b) allows a user to select a subset of the plurality of control parameters 
and stores the selected subset as authorization parameters (col. 4 line 42-65); a second 
control unit separate from the first control unit (col. 4 line 34-41), in communication with 
the mixing unit, and operating a function of the mixing process assigned by the mixing 
unit; wherein the mixing unit a) receives the authorization parameters from the first 
control unit and b) only assigns one or more control function, to the second control unit 
and in response to the authorization parameters, that operates to only allow a user to 
set a value of one or more of the authorization parameters (col. 4 line 42-55). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kentish et 
al. (5778417) in view of Iwamoto et a! (6816833). 

Claim 7 analyzed with respect to claim 4, Kentish does not disclose wherein, when a 
plurality of simple control units are equipped, the transmitting unit decides the at least 
one authorization parameter for respective simple control units in such a manner that 
the at least one authorization parameter is decided differently among respective simple 
control units. 

Iwamoto disclose wherein, when a plurality of simple control units are equipped (col. 5 
line 62-66), the transmitting unit (col. 5 line 66, "function controller") decides the at least 
one authorization parameter (col. 6 line 41-44) for respective simple control units in 
such a manner that the at least one authorization parameter is decided differently 
among respective simple control units (col. 5 line 62-66, Fig. 1 according to Fig. 1 each 
controller has different inputs and therefore different authorization parameters.) 
Therefore it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to the mixing console of Kentish with the plurality of sub-controls as taught by 
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Iwamoto in order to have sub-controls tliat can command different aspects of the audio 
process. 



6. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kentish 
et al (5778417). 

Claim 14 Kentish discloses wherein the first control unit further comprises an input 
panel that implements the plurality of control input points (col. 4 lines 15-23). Kentish 
does not explicitly disclose a keyboard. 

Examiner takes Official notice on the limitation keyboard. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention that design choice would determine the 
style of input device. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FATIMAT O. OLANIRAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3437. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00-6 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

FO 

/Vivian Chin/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



